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The Original John Jacob Astor 



Broadhead. Henry Astor went next, across the ocean 
to the **New Land" beyond the sea, and lastly John 
Melchior found employment in Germany. Only little 
John Jacob was left, and he, as well as the older three, 
had inherited his mother's industrious and economical 
ways, and longed to use them in some profitable caU- 
ing. 

That the mother of John Jacob was possessed of a 
strong character, marked capability, and sterling vir- 
tues, was amply shown in the starting of four sons, 

I 

in the midst of untoward surroundings, toward success- 
ful and honorable manhood. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE VILLAGE SCHOOL AND THE OLD 

CHURCH BELLS. 

THE Rev. Johann Stumpf, who was the minister in 
charge of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Waldorf about the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, was so impressed with the healthful climate, and 
material advantages of the town, that he put himself on 
record in a number of Latin verses, whose translation 
gives us some insight into the advantages John Jacob 
Astor gained by spending his boyhood days in Baden. 

**Walldorf, a market place of the Palatinate, 
A beautiful and nourishing place — may God preserve 

Walldorf, 
An incomparable place, because no word rhymes with 

Walldorf. 
If the people of Waldorf f are called **Maerker'', 
(Those who derive benefits from a common wood-lot) 
The people of Walldorf are thereby only lauded and 

praised. 
They listen to God and His word. 
And this is something that pleases Gk>d; 
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CHAPTER IV. 
WAITING YEARS. 

THE two years succeeding his fourteenth birth- 
day were somber cycles of time for young As- 
tor. It was a time when his thoughts ran riot, 
aims and aspirations and longings overtaking each 
other, and stretching out longing arms into the future. 
Life seemed full of boundless possibilities, always just 
beyond his reach. These visions haunted him night and 
day, tormenting him in proportion to his inability to 
take one step forward, or cherish one tangible hope. H"; 
felt like a prisoner in his own town, a captive in his 
own home. 

The life of the village ceased to interest him. Where 
once he had felt loyal pride in her institutions, now all 
seemed flat and tasteless. Nor was this state of mind 
produced entirely by disappointed ambition. The boy 
had much natural cause for depression. Within a few 
years his mother had died, and his father had married 
again. As an old chronicler puts it, the new wi*e 
*' loved not Jacob or John Jacob.'' 

The wife and mother in this hap-hazard household 
had been its mainspring and inspiration. From bii 
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The Original John Jacob Astor 

ters came and went safely to and from the little town 
and America across the sea. 
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The Ori^nal John Jacob Astor 

not seen each other for years, th^ met with true Ctor- 
man warmth, and Qeorge Astor assisted his younger 
brother to procure employment, probably in the flute 
and piano manufactory of Astor and Broadwood. 
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Later, m laifie munber ai Monivums. who immi|nr»t^l 
to Pliiladdpllia from the Scmthem citv, <vMrri<s1 vwini? 
Bioingcr with them, and ednemted him in th^ir faith. 
He became a miasioDanr to St. Thomas, in th^ \V<^t 
Indies. Airivinir at his destination, \\^ was told xhA\ 
DO one would be allowed to preach to tho slaN^s. who 
was not a daTe himself. Undaunted, lie imnuHliately 
sent a letter to the Governor of St, Thomas, offorin^ar t«> 
become a slave that he might carrj- tho of for of salv}» 
tion to the negro raoe. 

His letter eventually reached the King of IVnmwrk, 
who was 80 moved by its appeal, that ho gavo his iht- 
miasion for the young missionary to pn^aoh to tinv 
class in SL Thomas. 

Of this stock came Abraham Bininger, the son of th'» 
missionary', who had been apprentioo<1 to n tanner au«i 
leather-dresser in **the Swamp*' in New York, lie 
served his seven years, but did not like the h\min(*HM 
sufficiently to remain in it. At twenty -one, he deeido'l 
he would rather earn his living ns a day laborer, than 
continue his present occupation. About tbia titue be 
married Kate Embury, a niece of tbe great Methodist 
preacher. 

The young woman was beautiful and (uipabb*, with 
a good head for business. A laborer *s wages were not 
ample, and the young wife proposed to assist her Inm 
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The Original John Jacob Astor 

the coniere of the streets selling hot com on the ear. 
On each side of them was a cup, one containing salt 
and the other butter. A more appetizing breakfast 
eonld scarcely be conceived than these ears of hot com^ 
eaten as one stood. 

John Astor could hear the musical voices around a 
comer, or half way down a block, ''Hot corn, hot com! 
Here's your lily white com," and they drew his willing 
feet nearer. 

One old woman, on the corner of Hester and Bond 
Strw'ts, sang her call in rhyme: 
''Hot com, hot com! 

Soirif for a penny, and some for two o »nts. 
Corn <!OHts money, and fire expense, 
H<*r«?'.s your lily-white corn.'' 

Trays of bakt'd pears swimming in molasses, held by 
the stem while eaten, were also a Dutch street dainty, 
whow* sueenlent sweetness tempted the passer-by. 

\or was it food alone whicrh was sold along the way- 
side. The genuine '*sand man,'' familiar to all the 
childish world, sold Koekaway sand for sanding eating- 
house floors, and those of both kitchen and parlor in 
the Dutch vrouw's home. On the parlor floor the sand 
was w^orked with a broom into all sorts of fantastic 
shapes, and the door was shut upon this artistic glorj*^ 
until some state oeeiision. Negroes sold straw for fill- 
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in^ beds; and peddkn piur^ s|mii|r tml^r (V\mi t^r^iH^u 
widi TiUjige. hsr two cents m psiL 

It was like tlie street fiurs at homo wht^ii Jt^n Ji\^wA% 
Astor fint began to tread New York tii««rt>u|ithftiivii; 
bnt before long the streets became familiar, aiul h^ 
wended his way amongst the \uuiH\inl iiiirhtM and 
sounds as if he belonged there, but alwa>*« hH)klii|r Ih« 
yond them to his next step on the road to Muooimn. 



» 



The Fur Business 



Quality to be sold at this Printing Office, ' ' appeared oc< 
casionally in the paper until March, 1785, when sup- 
posedly the flutes were disposed of, the money turned 
into skins which were sent to England, permanent ar- 
rangements being made for the shipping of furs, and 
a consignment of musical instruments from Astor and 
Broadwood brought to New York on the return trip. 

Patience and perseverence seemed to be inexhaustible 
in the well from which John Jacob Astor drew, but 
long as was the well-sweep, it always brought up a 
bucket, full and running over. 



65 



New York a Little City 



his own mother tongae, as well as the singing of Ger- 
man hymns, which moved his music-loving soul. 

He also found Baron Steuben among the members 
of this church — a man of whom all German- Americans 
were proud. He was a prominent figure in the city at 
this time, in both public and social life. Among other 
positions of honor which he held, was that of Vica 
President of the Society of the Cincinnati. 
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Starting In Business 



From stories of hairbreadth escapes from wild 
animals, and curious intercourse with the Indians, in 
which the boys were interested; through old-world re- 
collections, and present-day ardent patriotism, — which 
subjects claimed much of the attention of their elders, — 
there was probably no more welcome climax for a 
music-loving Gterman guest, than the Domine's play- 
ing, and the melody of his wife's sweet voice, as she 
sang from a book of eight hundred pages, the songs of 
the Fatherland and the hymns of John Jacob Astor's 
boyhood, in his own tongue. 
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The Orfglniil John Jacob Astor 

trustee in the German Reformed Churchy and the Con- 
nttory met at Tariona times in his house. 
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Independence Day 



of credit, starting in a modest way bv Garrjing home 
his own purchases from an auction. He steadUy pros- 
pered in the business, in which he had so conscientious- 
ly perfected himself 

John Bobbins' mother was a capable, old-fashioned 
Dutch woman, who liyed behind a Dutch door. With 
the upper half of her door swung in, and leaning over 
the lower half, she loved to watch what was going on 
in the street. Besides her nei^borly sociability, she 
was long remembered by her son's friends, for her 
culinary skill — ^the flavor of her coffee, and the delect- 
able taste of her pies and cake leaving a long traU 
of happy remembrance behind them. 
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By Canoe Through the Great Lakes 

When safe on land, 
Again I stand. 

For such matters is time enow.' 
Oh, the violet, white and blue ! 

But when all free 
Upon the lea, 

She found herself once more, 
She would not stay, 
And sped away. 

Till she reached her cottage door. 
Oh, the violet, white and blue! 

Her casement by, 
That maiden shy. 

Began so sweet to sing: 
Her lute and voice 
Did e*en r^oiee, 

like early flowers of spring. 
Oh, the violet, white and bine! 

'Oh, my heart so true 
Is not for yoiL 

Nor for any of high degree ; 
I have pledged my tmth, 
To an honest yootii, 

H^tli a beard so eonely t4> see/ 
Oh, the violet, white and VUktV' 

A beard was erideoHy a sign Mtki seal of the dmk^ 
ing and brave, moA wftkal* nmmtk veragear kfwm. 

Ill 



By Canoe Throu^ the Great Lakes 



t. "li** r<ratK :« 
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*c fcr aL£ ^:tk iz?- i^z h^TXS & rjxncMC 



4i>^ ^vrsRi^s. siSd "ib^ nfc:£ ^ec 

Whe^ :i^ '■■-Rfcihc -■■» clI= 4:id urt^kw, tsiS li^ pM 

«rmiz& idbn Jaeob Ajc«r focsc his ^cvznKj is uniivk 
of fun foB of pieBBcrabk- seastiicz&. folkrared by ikriD- 
iBp ezereiKi 6t mind viiidi v«re ibe Traders' fKHTimx 
as they ras :be r&pid& Giher vith K-att li^toMd ar- 
eording lo it* depth of The -wzier — whil* p*n of th* 
goodf wecT by '.^1:0 — or when ihey took th* nsk and 
rmn dovn the vhole losd. 

l^ere were places of great danger on the Upper 1>I- 
tava Birer. Dr. Bigsby. an early tiaveler in ihit soe- 
ti<m of the eonntry. tells of a ravine or ehasm in whidi 
the Ottawa ran. which "is so narrow and deep that the 
son rises very hi^ before it shines on the water, and 
hardly at all in winter/' He continiies: *'Many rspidi 
ooenr, but the most serious is that of Brisson. It is Teiy 
swift and turbulent. As oar canoe tamed roond and 
roand in it. in spite of aU our men could da the S|:lit 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
EXTENDING THE FUR TRADE. 

THE early part of John Jacob Astor's life was a 
straggle^ in which anxiety and disappointment 
often played a prominent part, yet he was never 
conquered by discouragement. Each failure impelled 
him to more active self -improvement, to a more compre- 
hensive study of the world. He was most assidious in 
his pursuit of commercial knowledge, and never tired 
of enquiring about the markets of Europe and Asia, 
the ruling prices, the goods to be bought, and the stand- 
ing of business houses. 

As he journeyed through the woods of the distant 
frontiers, in his search for furs, he had discovered 
where he might establish fur stations to advantage, 
along the borders of Canada and in the region of the 
Great Lakes; and later employed a host of trappers, 
collectors and agents. He organized routes for his men 
on Long Island; in New York State along the present 
line of the Erie Railroad; through New Jersey and 
Northern Pennsylvania; from Albany to Buffalo; and 
up the Hudson to Lake Champlain, and on to Montreal. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
THE EAST INDIA PASS NO. 68. 

JEFFERSON'S administration held out a welcom- 
ing hand to all the world. The world, in return, 
accepted the invitation, bringing with it, con- 
mxnvaty or unconacioualy, the material for the making 
of an empire. Ardent hope, strong resolution, unlimited 
I>erseverence, many times wealth and power, were 
thrown with generous hand into the brew-pot of a new 
nation. 

A willingness to venture was an important quality 
in those whom the eastern hemisphere sent to the west- 
em. On Jefferson's Inauguration Day, a man who had 
seen the Great Lakes was far-traveled. When Jefferson 
retired in 1809, John Jacob Astor was planning his 
expedition to the Pacific coast by land and water. Such 
far-reaching enterprise was a great stimulant toward 
settling the western half of the continent, and develop- 
ing the nation's resources. 

The year 1800 saw celebrated ventures in the Chinese 
and Eastern trade. It was at this time that Mr. Astor 
sent his first ship to Canton. But previous tc* this event, 
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A New Century 



An evening at the theatre was also among the great 
merchant's recreations. He warmly appreciated the 
dramatic performances of Edmund Eean and Charles 
Mathews, and the musical genius of Qarcia and Ma- 
dame Malibran; and when attendance at the old Park 
Theatre was a popular evening recreation, Mr. Astor 
found rest and refreshment in witnessing a good plaj. 
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Mf^i-wtne th^ thirty m^zs'-^Tf. nf Mr. Hti3:"s narty 

'.'■f: r-r.ir.' --.rr.-! •.z-':' :}.':■ r.-\-~ ■':■■*■£--'. obtiinine 
^^j-^..-' r.i wbi'-h w-r^ rr!r-"::o!l;-- "• -.■--- ;: v-rv >rTnaIl 

for-? t!'"^ ^er* PCTnr-'ete-i. Mr Crooks" party and two 
'if R*— !'- Tw^r. i^T'jrr.ed. h-.v:r.z fo-.nd ;ha* They eould 
not r^a'/h Fort Henry acd r^nim ir. the ■■■ririe of the 
»-ir.**-r. ^r.'l that thr river wa* :inriajs*ih!>-, Widi their 
Vrvera; aven-;«! of escsp* closiD? ah-ov.t them, they pave 
the r!i:':e the came of the "Deril's i*cuti"e Role." 

Thf^y 'J-^ided To set out imm-Tiiately on foot. A vast 
tra.'^Iesa plain di^^itnte of fooJ or water. lay ahead of 
'.heTT. if th'-y ahanfioned the river, and they agreed to 
If^ri a!fpii2 its lour^e. Their provi.iions. eonsiatinp of 
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-^.u-Tt*i Tj 3isut-a. 36.-r* 



M(^Aiiwliil4>, Henry Astor Iiad died childlen, and left 
hi8 iii-plifw a \arge amount of valuable property. Wil- 
liam K. WHH a very rich man even durisg bis father's 
lift'tini''. 

AftiT lioth fnther and son retired from the China 
traiic in I.vi7, William B. Astor devoted MmBelf to op- 
<'nitii)iis ill real estate, lending his aid generously, to 
till- iirvai i-harilii's of the dty. His gifts to hospitals, 
ohiinhi-N, lutyluinH, and charitable societies during hi> 
lifflinn:, were sniii to Iw over a million dollars. He 
niarrieil in 1^'1S, Margaret, daughter of Qeueral John 
Armstrong and Alida Livingston. 

During the war of 1812, the third daughter, Dor- 
othea, married Walter Langdon of New Hampshire. 
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Aator's employ, finding their positions still held for 
them in old age, grey hairs proving no impediment to 
earning a livelihood in Mr. Astor'e s 



CHAPTER XXX. 

WRITING "ASTORIA." 

THE long, quiet days spent in his country home on 
the East River, gave John Jacob Astor leisure 
for fresh plans, but with advancing years and 
health impaired, these schemes lacked the personal ini- 
tiative of an earlier period. Mr. Astor acted through 
others in these days. 

The following letter, written by Washington Irving 
to his nephew, Pierre Munroe Irving, explains much 
that follows in connection with the writing of ''As- 
toria": 

* * My Dear Pierre : 

''John Jacob Astor is extremely desirous of having 
a work written on the subject of his settlement of 
Astoria, at the mouth of the Columbia River; some- 
thing that might take with the reading world, and se- 
cure to him the reputation of having originated the 
enterprise and founded the colony, that are likely to 
have such important results in the history of commerce 
and colonization. 

"The old gentleman has applied to me repeatedly in 
the matter, offering to furnish abundance of materials 
in letters, journals and verbal narratives, and to pay 
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the pn-**. 

■In fill iiner\-it:w whioh I had with Mr Asior. a day 
or Twn ■•'■.'•.■■•■. in which he laiJ before me u variety of 
iki.T;:i- lits. I aeoortiin^ly stateii to him my inability at 
prt-?eni t.i ^ve the stibjeot the lal>or that would be 
requisite, but the possibllitv that you might aid me in 
the way I have mentioned: in which case I should have 
no objifiioii to pnttiup the finishing hand to the work. 
The old p.^'iitleman eaiisht at the idea, and he™ed mf 
to write to you immediately. He said he would be will- 
in? to pay you whatever miirht l>e deemed proper for 
your s^rvit-i-s, ar.d that, if ;iny profit resulted from the 
sale of the work, it wotild belong, of course, to the 
authors. 

■ I lay this matter before yoii. to be considered in con 
trast or in connection with your other plans. If yo;i 
tako it iu hand, it will furnish yon with tmplo.vment 
for at least a year, and I shall lake care to secure your 
l>eiDg well paid for your current time and labor; the 



enterprise, including accounts of joume}^ across the 
Bockies by routes before untraveled. There were vari- 
ous worka in French and English, whose study would 
throw liy;ht on the region beyond the Rocky Mountains, 
particularly on the Columbia River; descriptions of 
animals and plants and scenery; adventures by sea. 
and tales of traders, trappers and hunters; of Indian 
warriors, their characters, personal traits and coft- 
tumes. Mr. Astor himself, as well as the Northwest 
traders who occasionally visited him, offered a rare 
fund of anecdotes and descriptions. 

An experience of Washington Irving'a youth bad 
given him some insight into the type of life he was to 
portray. At twenty, Irving was a student in the law 
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purely that of friendship, rather than a business rela- 
tion. Onoe during the yeara of their intimacy, ilr. Astor 
sold Irving a share in a town foonded on Green Bay. 
Michigan. The land advanced in value, but Irring's 
•hare was not sold. After the investment had proved 
unsuccessful, the seller, of his own free will, took back 
the share and returned the original purchase money. 

Irvine's refusal to receive any remuneration from 
Mr. Aator in return for his work on "Astoria," whose 
publication in itself brought the author gratifying 
retnrnB, was said to have been offset by Mr. Astor'i 
appointment of Washington Irving aa one of his execu- 
tors. Acting in this capacity in regard to the Astor 
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planned regarding the great Astorian enterprise ; the 
keen intelligence of his own grandson, Charles Bristed, 
who absorbed, as only a boy can, through known and 
iiiioxj)loro<l fliainicls, tbi' ii<formation. adventure, hu- 
mor and imagination of this rare group of men, all 
conspired to produce an ideal atmosphere. 

Pierre iniug writes of dining at Mr. Astors at a 
titni! when the eonversation tuiued upon ghosts. Sev- 
eral stories were cited, whose reliability had been cred- 
ited by t'mincut men. A guest present voiced his sur- 
prise that neither Scott nor Deiidie, writing of these 
mysteries, had mentioned the story of Major Blombei^. 

Two ofiJcers had been detailed to sit up with a body 
292 
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brokcf a trail which haa opened out into a great white 
light of beneficent enterprise. 
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